INFORMATION

The library provides a wide range of information related to
peace. In addition to books and magazines, visitors may watch
videos of eyewitnesses who survived the Battle of Okinawa,
and other audiovisual materials on the theme of peace.

In the reference corner, personal computers provide de-
tailed information concerning the exhibits and records de-
posited at the Museum, comprehensive explanations about
each exhibition room, and peace-related teaching materials.

M Information Library M Observation room M Peace Memorial Hall

M Special Exhibition Room M Conference Room
The room with a255-  This conference room  Find more about Okinawa—about its
history, culture, natural environmnet

square-meter f|OOI’ can seat Up to 100 and the Battle. Choose any topic you
Space iS equipped persons. would like to be quizzed on. There

M Quiz Corner

. are three levels of questions accord-
with showcases and

ing to difficulty—the elementary,
intermediate and advanced. The

panelboards that may
be used for photo and

computers are operated by only
touching the screen.

The Basic Concept of
the Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum

In late March 1945, a fierce battle such as has rarely been
seen in history took place on these islands. The "Typhoon of
Steel" that lasted for ninety days disfigured mountains, de-
stroyed much of the cultural legacy, and claimed the pre-
cious lives of upward of 200,000 people. The Battle of Oki-
nawa was the only ground fighting fought on Japanese soil
and was also the largest-scale campaign of the Asia-Pacific
War. Even countless Okinawan civilians were fully mo-
bilized.

A significant aspect of the Battle of Okinawa was the
great loss of civilian life. At more than 100,000, civilian
losses far outnumbered the military death toll. Some were
blown apart by shells, some finding themselves in a hopeless
situation were driven to suicide, some died of starvation,
some succumbed to malaria, while others fell victim to the
retreating Japanese troops. Under the most desperate and
unimaginable circumstances, Okinawans directly experi-
enced the absurdity of war and atrocities it inevitably brings
about.

This war experience is at the very core of what is popular-
ly called the "Okinawan Heart," a resilient, yet strong attitude
to life that Okinawan people developed as they struggled
against the pressures of many years of US. military control.

The "Okinawan Heart" is a human response that respects
personal dignity above all else, rejects any acts related to
war, and truly cherishes culture, which is a supreme expres-
sion of humanity. In order that we may mourn for those
who perished during the war, pass on to future generations
the historic lessons of the Battle of Okinawa, convey our

rasoe City

|1}
Sportsla/n-zio
Namin Beach
ese Gar

Fuzhou en ' y
uri Cale Park C
Naha Tradit @ aha City™® OkinaygG.C.
and Crafts Ce
N
Undergrou eafiduarters ® / ®Tomishirg

S
..... fj’..'a
Itoman City ;E .

®0® T\

- - * Peace Memorial Park (Peace Prayer Park)
o AL e (Peace Memorial Museum, the Comerstone of Peace)

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

MBus Directions
(1 Naha Terminal — ltoman Terminal line
Bus No. : 89.
Fare :580 yen (one-way).
Bus Frequency : every 20 minutes.
(@ Change bus to : Itoman Terminal — Gyokusendo line.

0] (G EVE]
Prefectural Peace
Memorial Museg\?n*

message to the peoples (Bus sto o
ibiti p) (Heiwa-kinen-koen-mae)
art exhibitions. of the world and thereby .

Children’s Exhibition Information lipary) contribute to establish- Bus No. : 82.

e | - ' ing permanent peace,we Fare :470 yen (one-way trip).

FIRST e

o have hereby established,
FLOOR it

displaying the whole range
of the individual war
experiences of the people
in this prefecture, the
Okinawa Prefectural Peace
Memorial Museum.

Bus Frequency : one bus every hour.
M Taxi Directions
(1 Naha — ltoman, Mabuni (Peace Memorial Park).
Distance : approximately 22 km.
Fare :3,000-3,500 yen (one-way trip).

ADMISSION INFORMATION

M Hours : 9a.m.-5p.m. (Admission until 4:30p.m.)
M Closed : December29-January 3
B Admission Fee

1975 ( partially revised
April 1, 2000.)
Okinawa Prefecture

Category | Individual (ngggggg@_
Adults 300 yen 240 yen - -
: F— 150 ven 100 ven Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum
Gortdar o R y y 614-1 Mabuni, ltoman City, Okinawa, JAPAN 901-0333

Mens Room n Womens Room %I?@?k:ha" 444 W4 Elevator

uTe\ephone Booth Nursing Room ﬂ gitrastlioArLd bogfckﬁ;ség‘ Vending

( Permanent Exhibition )

TEL 098-997-3844 FAX 098-997-3947
http://www. peace-museum.pref.okinawa . jp/



and countries welcome visitors to the museum.

Outlook for the Future
(Children's Exhibition Room)

In order to nurture peace-loving generations for the future,
this room is divided into three sections offering various ex-
hibits and instructional aids to give children an occasion to
think about peace. The first section (Nuchidu Takara, Life is
a Treasure—Children of the World) introduces 18 children
from different countries who speak, through video in their
own languages, about their schools, their friends and the
games they enjoy playing. The second section, (The World
Today) focuses on global issues as well as our daily con-
cerns—such themes as full-scale wars, regional conflicts,
human right issues, environmental pollution, and bullying
problems—making children to think about why these things
occur and how they can be prevented or addressed.

The third section (Warabina—Children's Playground) offers
opportunities to help children discover common ground
through games played in different countries and at the same
time recognize their cultural differences. Children may touch
the exhibits in the section. The room provides an occasion
to discuss peace among friends and betwen parents and
children.

The World Is One!l
Eighteen children from different areas

"Unending Poverty" is
one of the themes in the section,
In the World Today.

Zone for Remembering the History

Prologue

Long ago, our Ryukyuan ancestors,
who cherished peace above all

Crossed the ocean to engage in trade
with countries of Asia.

The ocean, the source of all life,
and a bridge of peace and friendship,

Still towches the heartstrings of
Okinawan people.

ez Road to the Battle of Okinawa

The Meiji Government executed the "Ryukyu Disposition" with threats
of force against the Ryukyuan court, and annexed the kingdom as a
prefecture of Japan. Consequently, Okinawa became rapidly Japanized
under the assimilation policy aimed at making the Okinawans as
faithful subjects of the Emperor.

On the other hand, Japan, in a great rush for modernization, adopt-
ed a policy to "enrich the country with a strong army", expanding ar-
maments and setting out to invade its neighboring countries. The na-
tional war effort escalated into the Manchurian Incident, the
Sina-Japanese War and the Asia-Pacific War, in which Okinawa be-
came the last battle ground of the so-called"15-year war" that start-
ed in 1931..

- Battle of Okinawa As Seen by
RUITRVUBI Okinawan Residents

The Japanese army and the U.S.forces threw all their might into the
Battle of Okinawa, unfolding the bloodiest scenes of battle. By dint
of superiority in material, the invading forces indiscriminately
bombed the central and southern parts of the island from the air and
the sea. This "Typhoon of Steel" lasted about three month, claiming
the lives of more than 200,000 civilians and soldiers and even
changing the landscape of the island.

The Battle As Seen by Residents
Battleground of Hell

Avoiding a decisive battle in the Shuri area, the defending Ja-
panese army chose to withdraw to the southern part of the island to
wage a bloody war of attrition.

Subsequently, the Japanese troops were cornered at the southern
tip of the island and were wiped out. In the end, the area turned
into an inferno where civilians and troops fled from one cave to
another in a desperate scramble for life. In some caves, Japanese
soldiers slaughtered civilians, or forced them to commit mass sui-
cide. Some residents died of starvation. Outside, hell broke out as
artillery fire, mortar shells and flame throwers killed Japanese
troops and residents en masse.
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The Battle As seen by Residents
Testimonies (Eyewitness Accounts)

There remains little material evidence to tell what actually befell the
civilian victims during the Battle. Only persons who could tell the truth
on behalf of those residents who died against their will are the survivors
of the Battle, whose minds had long been closed to others because of
their tormenting memories of the war, gradually started to talk about
their experiences in order that their testimonies may be passed on to
the future generations. These testimonies speak the very truth of
history.

4Room of War Testimony. First
hand accounts of war by persons
who were in various parts of the
islands, evacuation areas in main-
land Japan and Taiwan, and
overseas areas where islanders
emigrated to. Videotaped inter-
views are also shown in this room.

A Testimonies from local residents who
3 E witnessed the Battle of Okinawa
A Testimony video booths firsthand.

Keystone of the Pacific

Okinawa's postwar history began in the refugee camps in 1945. A
few years later, as the Cold War tensions rose between the U.S.
and the Soviet, Okinawa was turned into a vast military base com-
plex. Land was confiscated, and people were oppressed. Their re-
sentment found vent in the sweeping, island-wide movement for
reversion. Even now, after the Cold War ended, regional or ethnic
violence continue to occur in many parts of the world. The lessons

of the Battle of Okinawa will be dispatched to every corner of the
world through the Cornerstone of Peace.

A Interior of a local shop. A A street scene of a town near a

military base in the Vietnam War
eral0 in late 1960's. An A-Sign
(Approved) bar, souvenir shops

and a papa-san mama-san shop
are reproduced here.

Whenever we look at the truth of the Battle of Okinawa
we think there is nothing as brutal, nothing as
dishonorable as war.
In the face of this traumatic experience
no one will be able to speak out for or idealize war.
To be sure it is human beings who start wars.
But more than that Isn't it we human beings who must
also prevent wars?
Since the end of the war, we have abhorred all wars,
long yearning to create a peaceful island.
in our unwavering devotion to this principle,
we have paid a heavy price.

A The beautiful view of the deep blue pacifi
the coast and the vast blue sky h




